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Mr. Mec: peer, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
> the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 839] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 839) for the relief of Alice Ibrahim Hannan Ibrahim, Yacoub 
Mayous Muhannad Elliyan, Afifeh Michail Jiries Issa Matar, Ellen 
Issa Zakaria, Ruth Naomi Schut, and Roseileen Schut, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon with amendments and 
recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENTS 


1. On lines 4 and 5 strike the names ““Yacoub Mayous Muhannad 
Elliyan and Afifeh Michail Jiries Issa Matar. 

2. On page 2, line 5, strike the period and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 


: Frovided, That there be given a suitable and proper bond or undertaking, 
approved by the Attorney General, in such amount and containing such conditions 
as he may prescribe, to the United States and to all States, lerritories, counties, 
towns, municipalities, and districts thereof holding the United States and all 
States, Territories, counties, towns, municipalities, and districts thereof harmless 
against Alice Ibrahim Hannan Ibrahim, Ellen Issa Zakaria, Ruth Naomi Schut, 
and Roseileen Schut becoming public charges. 


3. Amend the title of the bill to read ‘‘A bill for the relief of Alice 


Ibrahim Hannan Ibrahim, Ellen Issa Zakaria, Ruth Naomi Schut, and 
Roseileen Schut.” 
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PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant the status of per- 
manent residence in the United States to Alice Ibrahim Hannan 
Ibrahim, Ellen Issa Zakaria, Ruth Naomi Schut, and Roseileen Schut. 
Provision is made for appropriate quota deductions and for the pay- 
ment of the required visa fees and head taxes. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are Palestinian war orphans who last 
entered the United States on July 1, 1948, at which time they were 
excluded from admission into the United States as immigrants with- 
out immigration visas. They were subsequently paroled into the 
United States in the custody of Mrs. Dorothy Schut. Mrs. Schut, 
together with her husband, who is now deceased, founded the Palestine 
Orphanage and Refuge Society at Beit Jala, Palestine, in 1945. The 
children range from 4 to 20 years of age and are all dependent upon 
Mrs. Schut for their suppert. Various churches in Yakima, Wash., 
are also assistii.g Mrs. Schut in caring for the children. 

A letter dated August 9, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate Come 
mittee on the Judici iary from the De yputy Attorney General with 
reference to the bill reads as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
OFFICE OF THE Derutry ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
Washington, August 9, 1961. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in nesponen f to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 839) for the relief of Alice Ibrahim 
Hanna Ibrahim, Yacoub Mayouf esate Elliyan, Afifeh Michail Jiries Issa 
Matar, Ellen Issa Zakaria, Ruth Naomi Schut, and Roseileen Schut, aliens. 

The bill would provide that Alice Ibrahim Hanna Ibrahim, Yacoub Mayouf 
Muhammad Elliyan, Afifeh Michail Jiries Issa Matar, Ellen Issa Zakaria, Ruth 
Naomi Schut, and Roseileen Schut shall be considered to have been lawfully 
admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the date of its en- 
actment, upon payment of the required visa fees and head taxes. It would also 
direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct the 
required number from the appropriate immigration quota or quotas. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the beneficiaries of the instant bill are Palestinian war orphans who 
entered the United States at the port of New York on July 1, 1948, on the Steam- 
ship Hellenic Sky. Afifeh was born in Beit, Jala, Palestine, on September 16, 
1929, and is of the Arab race. Alice and Ellen were born in Jerusalem, Palestine, 
on November 18, 1936, and September 5, 1944, respectively. They are of the 
Arab race. Roseileen was born in Jerusalem on January 16, 1945, and she is 
of the English race. Yacoub was born in Abu Dis, Palestine, on February 24, 
1946, and Ruth in Jerusalem on July 18, 1947, They are of the Armenian race. 
The aliens were brought to the United States by Mrs. Dorothy Schut who, with 
her husband, Richard W. Schut, founded the Palestine Orphanage and Refugee 
Society at Beit Jala, Palestine, during 1945. On July 6, 1948, the board of special 
inquiry voted to exclude the six children from admission to the United States, 
on the ground that they were inadmissible under section 13 (a) (1) of the Immi- 
gration Act of 1924 as immigrants not in possession of unexpired immigration 
visas. They were, however, paroled into the United States in the care of Mrs. 
Schut. On March 21, 1950, she requested a further parole for the children, and 
also requested that their status be changed so that they could remain in the 
United States. Both requests were denied and she was informed that the children 
would be expected to depart from the United States by April 7, 1951. 
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Mrs. Schut was born on February 6, 1908, at Firth, Nebr. Her husband died 
September 13, 1949, of a tropical disease, contracted while they were in Palestine. 
Mrs. Schut has resided continuously in the United States since her birth except 
for the time spent in Palestine from May 1945 until May 1948, when she returned 
to this country with the above-named children. The record indicates that Mr. 
and Mrs. Schut were forced to abandon the orphanage during the war between the 
Jews and the Arabs. Mrs. Schut attended Bethel Temple Bible School, at Seattle, 
Wash., with her husband and both were ordained missionaries. She presently 
resides at Yakima, Wash., with the aliens and two other children which she and 
her husband had adopted. She is head of the Palestine Orphanage and Refugee 
Society in that city. The aliens are dependent upon Mrs. Schut for their support. 
She receives $62 a month from social security, and her son Alfred, a United States 
citizen, gives his weekly check of about $80 to help support his mother and the 
aliens. Mrs. Schut owns property in Lynden, Wash., valued at $7,500, on which 
there is a mortgage of $3,500. The Evangelical United Brethren in Yakima assist 
Mrs. Schut in supporting the children. The files further disclose that Alice, 
Ellen, and Roseileen attend school full time. Yacoub and Ruth are of preschool 
age, and Afifeh assists with the housework and does occasional baby sitting. 

The quota for Transjordan to which Afifeh Michail Jiries Issa Matar, and 
Yacoub Mayouf Muhammad Elliyan, are chargeable is open and quota visas may 
be obtained. Therefore, there is an administrative remedy available to these two. 
The quota for Palestine (Israel), however, to which Alice Ibrahim Hanna Ibrahim, 
Ellen Issa Zakaria, Roseileen Schut and Ruth Naomi Schut are chargeable, is 
oversubscribed and quota immigration visas are not readily obtainable in their 
cases. Furthermore, since these alien children have not been adopted, they would 
be likely to become public charges should their foster mother find herself unable 
to provide for them. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 
the bill. 

Yours sincerely, 
PryYTon Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Harry Cain, the author of the bill, has submitted the follow- 
ing statement in connection with the case: 


The bill provides for the relief of six children who are refugees from the Palestine 
war. They were brought to this country in 1948 by Mrs. Dorothy J. Schut and 
her husband, now deceased, from an Arab village where all six were wandering 
half starved as homeless waifs. The Schuts brought the children to Yakima, in 
my State of Washington, after untold and unbelievable hardships, and together 
with their own three children have raised them as their own. In the 3 years that 
these children have lived for the first time in their lives in peace, security, and 
with enough to eat, they have developed from frightened, hopeless little wanderers 
into bright-eyed, happy, well-adjusted children. Mrs. Schut wants them to 
stay with her in America until they are grown and educated to be able to take 
care of themselves and to be able to share their knowledge and training with 
those in their homeland, where she plans eventually to return them, and to go 
herself to reestablish the orphanage she and her late husband founded in 1945 
near Bethlehem, and ran against superhuman odds for 3 years. 

The children are in the United States on refugee permits and paroled to Mrs. 
Schut. Since 1948 she has been working to change the children’s status. Time 
and again she has appealed the decisions of the Immigration Service and several 
times the Government has extended the children’s paroles. The Government has 
now refused further extension, and unless this bill is passed, Mrs. Schut will 
travel 9,000 miles to return these children to a war-ridden country to face a tragic 
future. 

The Immigration Service is not, from my study of the case, to be criticized for 
denying an extension of the children’s paroles. The Immigration Service is doing 
only what the law requires. 

My hope is that the Congress will recognize the extraordinary character of the 
case which involves these six children, and that an exception to the law will be 
granted, 

These children are as close to her heart as her own. ‘‘These are my children,” 
she said. “Jackie came to me when he was 2 days old; Ruthie, a few months. 
I have no wish to keep them in America, to rear them in luxury. I want to return 
them to their own people to share what they learn And I want to go with them. 
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But not yet. Not when there is war and poverty and misery in their own land 
and before they are ready to help their own. Give me 10 years. Give me time 
to raise these children whom I found as waifs. Let me send them to American 
schools, train them to be nurses, cooks, and mechanics. Then let me take them 
back to their homeland, living testimony to the greatness of America. Don’t send 
these children now back to a land where Jew and Arab still fight and where these 
children will face death.” 

What more convincing testimony could we have then Mrs. Schut’s appeal for 
permission to keep and raise these children in America than this? Testimony of 
her willingness to make happy, well-adjusted adults out of six tragic little souls 
whom she has saved and whom she plans in the future to return to their home- 
land, prepared to take their places in life and in their country which so sorely 
needs the kind of persons she is raising them to be. 


In addition, Senator Cain has submitted the following letter con- 
taining the names of persons and organizations who are willing to post 
the necessary bond as a guaranty that the children will not become 
public charges: 


Yakima, Wasn. September 5, 1951. 
Re Dorothy J, Schut, Senate Bill No. 839 
Senator Harry P. Cain, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Carn: Thank you for your letter of August 29 in which you 
state that administration of the commitments will be handled by the Justice 
Department. However, in the event the committee desires specific information 
about this matter, I submit herewith the names of persons and organizations 
who are willing to guarantee that these children will not become public charges, 

Name of immigrant Sponsored by 

Alice Ibrahim Hanna Ibrahim . Full Gospel Tabernacle, Yakima, Wash., 
Rev. B. V. Jones, pastor, and First 
Evangelical United Bretheren Church, 
Yakima, Wash., Rev. V. A. Ballan- 
tyne, pastor, 

Ruth Naomi Schut Clyde Lansing, Union Gap, Wash., and 
Church of the Nazarene, Union Gap. 

Yacoub Mayouf Muhammad Elliyan.. F. E. McCutcheon, Yakima, Wash. 

Roseillen Schut_...........-...-----. Grace Brethren Church, Yakima, Wash., 
Rev. Russell Williams, pastor. 

Ellen Issa Zakaria Bethel Temple, Seattle, Wash., Rev. 
W. W. Patterson, pastor. 

Afifeh Michail Matar M. H. McMechan, Yakima, Wash. 


If there is any further information that we can furnish you or the committee, 
please do not hesitate to let us know immediately. 
Yours very truly, 
Gorpon HAnson, 
Attorney at Law, 

In addition, Senator Cain has submitted numerous letters, affidavits 
and petitions in support of this legislation and which are contained in 
the files of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 

In view of the statement made and the report submitted by the 
Deputy Attorney General that two of the children would be able to 
obtain visas, their names have been deleted from the bill. The bill 
has also been amended so as to provide for the posting of a bond as 
a guaranty that the children will not become public charges if per- 
mitted to remain in the United States. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 839), as amended, should be enacted. 


rc 
V/ 





